	People have different ideas about heaven. You've read articles and seen TV shows where people describe their near-death experiences. Their claims reflect our human desires. They make heaven seem like an eternal vacation for man's benefit. But how do those descriptions match up with the glimpses of heaven revealed in the Bible? 

Two biblical visions of heaven may help us gain a clearer understanding of what heaven is really about.  

The prophet Isaiah was unique in that he was a statesman with access to the king. In Isaiah 6:1-5 it says his calling took place "in the year that King Uzziah died".  In his grief Isaiah seems to have gone to the temple to pray.  While there he says, "I saw the Lord sitting on a throne high and lifted up." In Scripture, thrones symbolize authority. This throne was "high and lifted up" symbolizing God's sovereignty. Further, he says, "the train of His robe filled the temple." This symbolizes God's majesty. 

Isaiah also Saw the Lord Surrounded by Worship. Above God's throne stood seraphim or angels, special creatures created to minister in the presence of God. They covered their faces and feet as they hovered in humility about the throne of God. It says the angels "cried to one another" singing, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of His glory." 

This vision drove Isaiah to his knees in humility. He cried, "Woe is me for I am undone." In the presence of God he was falling apart having recognized a comparison. God was so holy. Isaiah was so unholy. That vision of God changed him forever. 

The Apostle John also saw a vision of Heaven that he described in Revelation 4:1-11. Though he was still alive on the isle of Patmos, spiritually John says he saw "a door standing open in heaven." Through that door he noticed "a throne set in heaven" and "the One" who "sat on the throne."

"Throne" is a key word in this book of prophecy. Again, the throne represents God's sovereignty, rule and control. What a comforting thought to remember that in the midst of the chaos of these days, God is still on His throne and in control of the details of life.

What a mysterious and vivid picture John saw! The brightness of diamonds, rubies and an emerald rainbow -saints in white robes -lightning, thunder and voices -apocalyptic creatures -all bowing, all praising, all worshipping our awesome creator God. 

But what can we learn of heaven? First, that God is on His throne. This fact means that He is in charge. We live in what seems to be trying, chaotic times. It would be easy to crouch in fear. Yet as believing Christians we march toward the future in faith, for our God is on the throne. He uses even the evil acts of men to bring about our good and His glory. 

Secondly, we learn that humility is the only way to approach God. We can't approach God on our terms. We don't pick and choose what we want to believe from Scripture. We accept it all with humility. We don't create a God that is like us, we accept God as He reveals Himself to us. We don't make deals with God saying, "If you will do this, I will do that." We approach God as the Lord of all creation, the Supreme Ruler in humility. 

Finally, we can know that true worship is our ultimate joy. Our chief occupation in heaven will be to declare His matchless worth. That is why His true saints delight in worship today.  There is no time like the present to prepare for eternity!  


