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Remember the days when you used the phone to speak to people and not just to leave messages?  

You can actually go through the day without a significant encounter with another human being. You can pay for gas at the pump, scan your own groceries, and use the ATM for banking. 

And yet, we have a universal need to be connected.  We have an innate need to be known, to have someone acknowledge our existence as an individual and accepted us. 

The church is the ideal place for this kind of connection to happen. For starters, we believe in the dignity and worth of every person, because we recognize each person as created by God in His image. 

Also, our understanding of life tends to break down barriers between people. We know that each one is deeply flawed and ruined by sin, in constant need of God's grace and forgiveness, and that our only hope for salvation is in the perfect life and substitutionary death of Jesus Christ. Because of that, no one has reason to think of themselves as better than others. We accept one another as God has accepted us. 

Christ is the answer to the deepest needs of the human heart because His love is personal. He knows us better than we know ourselves, and yet, loves us more passionately than we can imagine. 

God's love is personal because He is a personal being, not simply an “impersonal force” or “ultimate reality”. He relates to us in personal ways. 

Psalm 139 declares, “O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my rising up; you understand my thoughts from far off. You comprehend my path and my lying down; and are acquainted with all my ways…O LORD… Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?”

God's knowledge of us is absolutely comprehensive in every conceivable way.  One of the reasons He knows us so well is that He made us...individually.  Psalm 139 continues: “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb.” You can't get much more personal than that.

Is it a good thing that God knows us personally and completely? Not if you're trying to avoid God and hide your sin. But otherwise, the answer is “Yes!” You can rejoice that God will accept you as you are, and love you enough to not leave you as you are. 

The degree of God’s personal nature is shown in John 10. It reveals that, “He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”
He doesn’t speak of an undifferentiated mass of wool and mutton, but about individuals whom he cares for deeply. In the same way our shepherd, the Lord Jesus, knows, loves and cares for us personally and individually. 

What difference does it make that God is a personal being relating to individuals? 

The main implication is that a personal relationship with God is possible. We have no reason to hide from Him. Nothing we reveal will change His attitude toward us. So, we can confess our need and receive His forgiveness and grace.

Furthermore, our circumstances are an expression of His love for us. Because He only acts in love toward us everything He brings into our lives, even suffering or disappointment is an expression of His love for us. 

Finally, our love must be personal. God calls us to imitate Himself. It’s not enough to love mankind in general terms. He calls us to love each person He brings into our lives today… individually. 

