Sometimes life doesn’t make a lot of sense. It may be a simple thing such as balancing the checkbook or arranging the kid’s activity schedule. Other times it may be monumental, like a tsunami creating widespread devastation. Or perhaps the best person for the job is passed over, or years of diligent savings vanish in a market adjustment. 

Many of life’s struggles involve the expectations of life we have created, and when they don’t deliver we become bitter and disillusioned.  Disillusionment comes from false beliefs.  The number of false beliefs and expectations we have will determine the degree of disillusionment in our lives. Solomon worked to spare us the headache.  In Ecclesiastes 9 and 10 he lays out factors that will help us avoid being disillusioned by life.  

In verses 11-12 of chapter 9 he reminds us that skill does not always predict success. We all know of cases where the swiftest or the strongest didn’t win.  We all know of some wise people who have gone hungry, and some intelligent people who have gone without reward.  In fact, as we look at life, we see that life can be essentially unfair. Adjust your expectations. 

Next, Solomon reminds us that our society does not always honor the right things (9:13-18).  He presents a fascinating story of a poor but wise man that delivered a small, poorly defended city from a siege by a powerful king.  Yet when the city had been delivered, he remained despised, poor, and unrewarded.  As verse 17 points out, sometimes wisdom is out-shouted by the loud volume of fools. Fools are usually quite loud and hard to ignore.  And they often get heard by virtue of their loudness, while the wise are ignored and forgotten.  Be discerning of a society that honors wealth, attractiveness, and success above wisdom.  

Solomon valued wisdom highly. Yet he discovered that lesser things can easily defeat wisdom (10:1, 4).  It’s like that game of rock, paper, and scissors.  The scissors beat the paper, the paper beats the rock, and the rock beats the scissors.  All of them have an equal chance of winning.  But in life, it only takes a little foolishness to overpower wisdom and honor.  There are people who have lived exemplary lives but made one foolish mistake that has outweighed much of the good they did.  Continue to live wisely.

So how can we adjust our expectations?  When you stay at Motel 6, don’t expect the Hilton.  When you drive a Rambler, don’t expect the performance of a Ferrari.  And when you’re living on earth, don’t expect the justice of heaven to prevail.  On earth, the race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance happen to them all (9:11).  

Solomon came to the conclusion that life, even with its uncertainties, is a gift from God that is to be enjoyed under the awareness of His Sovereign control.  While we don’t always understand God’s ways we are instructed to remember our Creator, to enjoy our labor with its rewards, and fear God while keeping His commands.  These instructions are capable of bringing contentment in the midst of an uncertain world.

These truths and other helpful life issues are regularly addressed in bible teaching churches around our community.  If you don’t have a regular place of worship I encourage you to seek one out.  The benefits will bring foundation, stability and purpose to life. 
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